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FORTUNES  WASHED  A\^^Y'' 


ITo,  167  "RAY  LUTHER'S  PLUCK''  July  5.  I9UI 

AH  TICljj::     DEi^F  RIVER 
CAST  li-J  UNISON 
.;   iVe  took  it  for  granted  that  land  was  everlasting; 


I 


We  said  owrsershlr)  of  the  lanr'  insurer^  security, 
VOICE 

Tools  would  v/ear  out^  men  would  die  — - 
GivST  lil  UlCSON 


But  the  land  would  remain* 

mOAU:     HORROR  CHORD 
fl  Ai-rrlOUNCSR  (cold) 
i  Fortunes  Washed  Away I 
|ga1I:     DE2P  RIVER 
A:iiIOUrICER 

By  the  shore  of  Gitchie-Goomie,  by  the  laughing  big  -itfa  v/ator^ 
a  land  of  plains  and  stream-cut  plateaus  and  erosion-worn  mounta' 
5.  land  of  charming  lakes  and  streams  and  disconsolate  cut -over 


f"r^~r.  t^3        but  still  a  land  of  trees,  with  conifers  in  the  ■-'■■•rtr. 


i 


I  ai-d  hardwoods  in  t"he  sr>iTthi.  ^hi?  s  "Mgconsin^  the  Dairy  State^, 
the  ->A-j:^,^'er'  T-tate.  v^here  tho  '•'^tr:rs  of  "innetonka  invite  the  year 
arouriu^  v/hore  the  ..Igonr'uln  tri.jos  ana  the  ;)akotu3  and  the  Sioitx 
divided  their  happy  hunting  grounaso  And  in  the  land  of  lau"-h*"-<. 
vtor,,  on  a  narrow  plain  between  t07/ering  bluffs  lies  Sparta.,  _  . 
County  —  the  scene  of  the  167th  consecutive  episode  of 


AMOUNCER 

Six  years  ago^,  it  was  October^  Fallowe^en  tlme^  a  time  for  frolic  « 
but  there  v/as  :no  gayety  in  the  log  cabin  of  Ray  Luther south  of 
Cataract^  Wdsconsin^^     Ray  Luther  had  a  loyal  wife^  four  children, 
and  a  will  to  live        but  you  see      (FADE  o 
WIPE 

Peeling  better^  dear? 
LUTIiBR 

Don^t  ?;orry  about  mCo     1^11  soon  be  up  and  around «     (COUGHS).  ■ 

WIPE 

Oh^,  Ray, 

LUTHER 

I  said       donH  worry  about  rne© 

WIPE       :   ,     .  . 
No  J  dear«, 
LUTHER 

Just  talk  to  ine„. 
WIFE^ 

Of  course  o » «  « 
LUTHER 

Hey^««,did  you  hear  about  that  man  from  LaCrosse  that  made  a  cleanup 
around  here  forty  or  fifty  years  ago? 

WIPE 

Gutting  the  timber^,  I  suppose® 


LUTHER 

Nc^  bnt  ^ —  well,  I  guess  a  lot  of  folks  did  cleaoi  up  that  way. 
But  what  did  they  do  to  the  land  look  aro-ond  us  and  see  for 
yourself*    The  soil  washing,  creeks  running  red..* 

y/iFE 

Don*t  talk  too  niuchj»  dear* 
LUTHER 

Ihn  feeling  better©    About  that  man  from  LaCross©       well,  he  bought 
acme  lar^d  not  far  from  here  — -  around  lQ6^ ^  so  they  tell  moe  By 
night  he  planted  some  barrels  of  crude  oil  and  put  in  some  pipes 
and  valves  and  stuffr** 

What  for? 
LUTIIER 

I'm  coming  to  thato    One  morning  oil  began  to  flows»  Everybody 
locked  to  the  spot^  and  the  owner  kindly  permitted  his  friends; 
o  buy  stock  in  his  oil  company* 
71 FE 

na  I  suppose  oil  always  flowed  when  prospective  buyers  were 
investigating* 

LUTHER 

It  never  failed  «-  until  one  day  when  the  gentleman  from  LaGrosse 
had  gone       with  050^000©    Ha  mads  the  most  of  his  chance  —  ^rA 
I  can  too^  if  I  get  a  chance. ? 

vOFE 

N'Wj   5^st  a  irlnute,  ^'ay        you*re  not  (getting  any  ideaas»e» 


LUTirSR  (DESPAIRINGLY) 

Oh^  it«s  no  use^  it^s  no  use* 

WIFg 

What'^s  no  use^  dear? 
LUTHER 

I  just  keep  thinking  of  owning  om^  cim  farm       or  even  renting 
one*    I  don^t  want  relief       I  want  a  chsjice  to  show  I  can  amount 
to  something^  once  I'^m  well©    I  want  a  ehanceo 
ORGAN:     BRIEF  BRIDGE 
ANNOUNCER 

I  want  a  chance®    Brave  words ^  those  ««-  and  Ray  Luther  was  a  brave 
man^    As  his  health  imp.^oved^  so  did  his  drive  toward  a  new  life 
the  life  of  a  farmer©    One  day^  as  he  sat  in  his  arm  chair  "by  the 
side  of  his  wife^  a  stranger  came  up  to  the  cabin»    I'ilrs*  Luther 
was  busy  ?fith  her  needlework^  when* « o « (FADE )  o 
LUTHER 

Who^s  that  coming  up  the  walk? 
WIFE 

I?ll  see©    You  just  sit  right  there. 

LUTHER  ■ 

Oh^  bother  with  this  sitting  aroundl    I^m  able  to  work© 

WIFE 

Never  mind.,     (TO  VISITOR )«    Good  morning* 
HANCHSTT 

Good  morning o    Is  this  Mrs,  Luther? 


WIFE 

k 

HANCHh^TT 

I  fa  Hanehatt^  from  the  Farm  Security  Adminlstrfitlcn., 

W  i  r  E 

Oh^    Won«^t  you  com©  tnt 
iO:JMD:    Screen  door  v>penss>a« 

HA:iCHL:TT 

liiank  joum 
iOUNDi    Screen  door  closeso^:. 

WIFK 

Ray^  it*3  ¥v.,  Hanchett  from  the  Parm  Security  folks^. 
Oh  a  yeso    You  gor.  nsy  letter? 

31 1  doTfTx^  MTc  Hanchsttfi, 

HANCHi-JTT 

Trisnk  you^j    Y^s^  we  got  your  request  for  a  l^an^,  and  that*5  fi:iat 
I  ^sx  here  to  talk  to  you  about«    You^T?e  had  a  pretty  tough  tim^i 
Ibitely^  haven  *t  you? 

^  v'  ^  Jin 

It  hasa^t  been  too  easy?,  Last  winter  X  walked  tovix  mileB  moriiiri*::, 
♦  night  to  work  for  a  farmer       got  fifty-  seven  e^^nta  a  ds^y 

f^r  its    Then  I  got  aiok  and  I^m  Just  now  beglnnirjg  to  ooir;e  oat 
of  it, 

''^'\i'^^v  helped  out^  haven "^t  you.   I'lrs.-:  Luther? 


Helped  out?    Slie'^s  done  all  of  the  woirk  lately-^ 

I'm  act  afraid  of  works    Yas^  X-ve  made  rag  dolls  smd  mittens  and 
^^apB  for  dirlstmas.^  and  done  whatever  I  could  with  my  needle 
but  of  co-urse  that  didn^t  bring  in  all  we  needr,, 

Yes.  and  she^B  helped  fai^msrs'^  wives  at  hOL\se cleaning  time  and 

■.iii.^i:.Mng  and  silo«fllllng  tlin©^  too« 

HAHCHETT 

Now.;  let^s  Bee        your  a^jplication  says  you  want  to  rent  a  farm<s 
LUTHER. 

I'-re  got  my  eye  on  the  Star  key  farm««ffl« 
HAHGHETT  (whistling) 

I  toaow  that  farm©    Six  miles  north  of  Sparta ^    It^s  pretty  run  down 
Ltithera    Gullies  all  over  it^ 

It^s  not  so  far  gone  that  a  good  man  cajx^t  build  it  up®    l^ve  got 
a  few  ideas  of  my  own  about  soil  fertility^-    Fow^  I  figure  that 
I  can  plow  in  the  gullies^  lime  and  fertilize  * em,  and  aeed  ^em 
down       put  the  land  in  permanent  grass*:  and  raise  livestocke  The 
ma,n.  that  has  "been  on  the/b  farm  before  Just  hasn^t  treated  it  right*. 
You  treat  th©    land  right  and  it'll  treat  you  right® 
HANCHBTT 

Yes^  I  agree  with  you*    Mr  ,5  Star  key  told  m©  himself  that  the  land 
won^t  support  fifteen  head  of  livestook^  just  beoause  it;«a  been 
allowed  to  run  dowiu    I  know  he?s  looking  for  a  good  tenant© 


.  '.«a-2.t;  that  chaxiCA^  Mr,.  Hariobjettc 

L'lrher,  we  hBVQ  to  be  careful  about  these  loans*    They  wcift 
ni^^ciH  available  for  responsible  farmers^  and  we  have  to  look  ini 
^     "h^e  fa.'ts  mighty  close « 
WIFE 

^e^rf!  nothing  to  hid^A 

HA!JCH£TT 

I  icncw  you  ha^/en^t«  made  Inq'jiirj  of  your  neighbors ^»  and  they 

t:»li  216  rhat  Mr,,  Luther  is  axi  honest  znan^.  temperate  in  hi 3  habits 

All  X  want  is  a  chance « 

And  I  noticed  when  I  came  up  that  the  wood  pile  was  all  worked  up 
raady  for  use,  neatly  piled,?*? .the  toola  were  put  away^  and  every- 
thing sterns  to  be  in  orders 

LUTHHR 

Ws>  do  the  best  we  v^an» 

Vir-.-  Hanohstt^  would  you  give  us  a  chance*;*    We^ll  make  good..' 
: ;  ^^r  have  had  a  chance  and  if  we  get  one,  wf^^ll  make  good -3  That' 
f  wa  want       a  ch£Li:cec> 

HANCKii-TT 

Mr*«#  iTJi-ther  ,  I  think  you^U  g^t  jonv  ^jhsinee., 

onokiit   umwACrE  thru  following. 


There  it  iB^^^om*  loan  is  approved! 
ORGANS  UP 
WIFE 

A  farm  of  cur  own  I 
OHO- AN  s  UP 

Amovmrn 

Build  up  the  land  I 
ORGANS  UP 
HAHCHETT 

Take  eape  of  the  land I 
ORGANS  UP 

ANNOUNCER 

Defend  the  soil I 
ORGANS  UP 

HANCHEITT 

You  haTO  your  chancel 
ORGAN;  UP 
WIFE 

A  farm  of  o"ur  ownS 
ORGANS    UP  AND  OXTT^ 


A  farm       oup  own       and  the  Ray  Luther s  were  a  happy  family  when 
they  moved  their  few  worldly  goods  to  a  worn-out^  run-  down,  eroded 
farm  that  few  people  else  would  have©    Six  years  rolled  by^  3ix 
lis-PPy  years ^  six  years'  of  toil  and  tears  and  sweat        six  years 
that  brought  results 
SOUND !    Horse  whinnying 9  *  ^  > » 
LUTHSR 

What  do  you  think  of  him,  Mrs»  Luther? 
WIFE 

Ha  looks  like  a  good  buy^  Ray       but  I ^11  declare ^  I  don^t  know 
where  you^re  going  to  put  all  this  livestock  you're  getting  lately« 
LUTESR 

Right  out  there  in  that  pasture ^  and  let  them  feed  on  that  ryee 
WIFE 

Rye,  and  clover  — ^  where  there  were  nothing  but  gullies  six  years 
agOe, 

LUTESR  (MOCK  ARROGANCE) 

No  gullies  now^  my  dear       thanks  to  careful  farm  managements- 
VTIFS 

Oh^  Ray  —  you  have  done  a  wonderful  job  on  this  f arm« 
LUTHER  ( SERI OUSLY ) 
I  Any  farmer  can  do  the  same,,  if  he  has  his  heart  in  the  work,  I 
like  f arming »    We  were  given  a  chan.ce  to  have  a  farm  of  our  own, 
and  I^m  not  going  to  muff  it«    Now  you  see,  a  long  rotation^  using 
legumes  5  has  increased  the  humus  in  the  soile    Every  time  I  harvest 
a  orop^  1  sow  the  field  do^-n  rifht  away^  to  keep  a  cover  on  the  ground.. 


WIFE 

You  haven said  anything  s.bout  mj  carining,,.    For  your  information^ 

Luther^  last  year  1  caxtaed  nearly.  5OO  quarts  of  fruits  and 
vegetables       frojn  oiir  own  garden  and  orchardc 

Sneak  in  SMBOLIC  MUSIC 
LUTHER  ■; 
I  am.  proud  of  yo'u^.  of  course «    It^s  a  happy  day  for  me  when  I  can 
go  to  Sparta^  nowa     Once  I  used  to  be  ashamed  —  because  I  felt 
that  folks  were  looking  at  me  and  saying  to  themselves ^  there  goes 
a  failure o    But  now  I  laiow  that  we?re  part  of  the  life  of  this 
coi'inrunity^  just  as  .the  land  is  psLT't  of  our  life©    America  has  been 
good  to  UB       and  w©  must  be  good  to  it©    We  can  do  our  part  by 
defending  the  s^oil^f    ?/e  hav©  our  chance « 
ORaANi;    UP  AND  OUT^ 
AimOUHCER 

That  is  the  true  story  of  Ray  Luther^  conservation  farmer  of  Monroe 
County^  Wisconsin  --a  man  who  turned  an  eroded much-scorned  farm 
into  one  of  the  most  respected  in  the  community©    Ajid  now^^  for 
other  news  in  the  conservation  world^  here  are  a  few  items  furnished 
by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture,^  '   (AMOXmCSR  COFPIMSS) 


Plrritj,  ii6:'e^6  an  erjioutAceraent  about  a  meetinfT^., 
y,;.  nrrbribly  have  heard  about  the  organization  formed  las' 
the  "iriends  of  the  Lanci,»"    The  ''Friends  of  the  land"  is  a  riat 
>:>nsorvati6n  society,  arid  it  will  hold  its  summer  meeting 
ohlo^;;  beginning  July  i8*    Mepitibers  from  more  than  30  stat?;:  «iro 
expected  to  attends    From  Ohio  will  be  such  men  as  Louis  iirorra  ' 
"'r.r'  author;  Paul        Sea.-'s,  of  Oberlin  College;  IL  Rams-.y^irerv, 
I'lireclor  of  the  Ohio  i^gricultural  iiixtension  Service >  and  Cosarril 
H  Agriculture  John  Brown® 

And  new  here's  a  word  from  Walter  Gumbel^  West  Virgin! a V^s 
extension  8oil  sonservaticnist..    Someone  asked  E,  C.  Koush^  ch&l 

the  board  of  .supervisors  of  the  Mason  County  Sail  Conserva" 
L>:  strict 5  just  what  the  farmers  in  the  district  considered  as 
".nsir  objectives*    Here  waa         Roush's  reply i    "We  must  tir-a^  . 
through  ediication  and  demonstration^  impress  upon  farmers  and  ti;v 
public  in  general  the  importance  of  conserving  our  soil^  water.. 
i'ore?:s^  and  wildlife  resources*    And  then^  we  plar;  to  cocperrt^ 
v.'ith  rarmors  in  developing  and  installing  complete  conservar-io-; 
prc/pr-.-Tis  an  their  farmSo"     Other  objectives  of  the  Mason  ^.^ 
D- strict  are  to  use  the  Ig.nd  for  which  it  is  best  adapted  c 
land,  per-ture..  or  T^oodl^nd        and  protect  those  areas  fro:::  a^jlL 
erosion  through  the  use  of  contour  strip  cropping^,  diversion  t^^-r 
contour  furrows*  and  other  practices*     ( AIINOUJjGiiR  COliTli  Ui::3 } 


AHHOUECKR  (CCI-]T«Dj 

The  District  reforest  land  not  g-uited  for  oultivatioii 

rrr  past\ir€;  and  protec  t  Fuch  areas ^  along  with  growing  stands  of 
timber.;,  from  fire  and  grazJ-no    It  mdll  develop  a  wildlife  program 
by  f^ooperating  with  faxmevs  In  providing  food  and  Qovev ^ 

It  will  eneoixrage  farmers  to  -tiut  timber  on  a  sustained-yield  basis, 
it  will  develop  an  adanuate  farm  drainage  progi»ai?i^  and  it  will 
oonsider  strearn.  clearance  projects  where  needed?.     In  other  words^ 
Mt\.  Roush  and  Ms  felloe:  farmers  in  Mason  County^^  W€<st  ?irginia^ 
ba.¥e  their  work  exit  out  fop  them^ 

We  .hear  from  Michigan  State  College  that  Michigan-,  f aPBierss 
a:re  going  in  for  more  trees 5.    The  college  n\n*series  produced  four 
■J3ii3„llcn  trees  last  y^ar^  the  nuMjer  v/ill  be  ©Ten  greater  in  19i4-l^ 
and  ne,xt  year  the  output  In  expected  to  be  nearly  ammi  million^ 
These  trees  are  used  by  farraorg;  principally  for  forest  and  shelter- 
belt  plantings® 

Prom  the  north  we  swing  south  to  the  land  where  they  grow 
kud£-u  for  ero&ion  csontrol  pmrposQ&e    Kudz"a^  you  know^  is  that 
spreading  vine  that  has  beooms  highly  foptilaa:^  fox*  oontrolllng 
er^'jalon.  and  for  hay  produetio3i«    The  Department  of  Agriculture 

warna  against  mowing  kudzu  at  the  wrong  season  of  the  ysar«  If 
iaidzu  is  mowed  in  June  or  July 5.  the  second  cutting  should  be  i^add 
in  tha  late  fall^  about  the  normal  date  of  the  first  frost^p  If 
kud^^u  is  mowed  in  July^j  and  then  again,  In  August „^  the  stand  may  be 
injured  ^eriCLisly©     (AMOUNCEJ^  CONTimJES) 


Wftll^  that^s  the  new3  fi-om  the  conijervatlcn  world  - 
ncruj  tJae  "Eleventh  Coinman'^piente'* 
AuAi.:     ISneak  In  DEIiT  KIVj]R. 
A.;  .QllilCHji 

*'Thou  shall  inherit  the  holy  earth  as  a  fait;hf-ul  steward^  conser, 
its  resources  and  produv  tlvity  from  generation  to  generation^ 
Thou  Shalt  safeguard  thy  fields  from  soil  erosion^  thy  living 
waters  from  drying  up,^  thy  forests  from  desolation^  and  proteor 
thy  hills  from  overgrazing  by  thy  herds^  ibo  that  thy  descendants 
may  have  abundance  forever^,    If  any  shall  fail  in  this  stewardaiii 
l^^f  the  land  thy  fruitful  fields  shall  bec-'Dsm©  aterile  stony  ground 
and  wasting  gullies^  and  thy  descendants  shall  decrease  and  live 
in  poverty  or  be  destroyed  fr^m  off  the  face  of  the  earthy" 
^;GAijs     UP  AND  OUTc 
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